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This bill amends AS 47.10 (Children in Need of Aid). Passage of this legislation will impact the Department 
of Law in two ways.

1. It changes statutes that apply to confidentiality of child in need of aid matters. Longstanding policies, 
practices and procedures of every agency and branch of government involved in child welfare protection 
will be altered. As a result it is anticipated that disputes will arise over the interpretation and 
implementation of this legislation. The additional operating costs to resolve such disputes are estimated 
based on 400 additional attorney hours per year at a cost of $49,696. Half of an attorney position is also 
requested in conjunction with the funding to allow the Department to add a part time attorney to handle the 
increased caseload. 
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2.  It allows a parent, family member, or guardian who is denied visitation rights the right to request a review hearing thereby 
increasing the number of hearings attorneys must prepare for and attend. It includes a relative preference for adoption but adds 
three reasons why adoption may be denied to the relative. These sections will give rise to a number of contests and good cause 
findings. Taken together, these sections will cause an increase in the caseload that  will add another 2 days of work to each CINA 
attorney's schedule and 1 day of work for each paralegal. This is a conservative estimate based on the assumption that some 
issues will be worked out early on in the placement process. That will cost $536,759 which will fund 2.5 additional attorneys, 1 
paralegal, and 1 law office assistant.

These costs are based on the Department of Law FY 2006 timekeeping and billing rate of $107.99 per hour for attorneys and 
$81.07 per hour for paraprofessionals. This rate includes overhead costs for leased space, office supplies, and 1 support staff 
(included in the position count and impact above) and $6,500 per new position for one time costs for office furnishings and 
computer equipment.


